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It is difficult to describe the rapacity with which
the American rushes forward to secure the immense
booty which fortune proffers to him. In the pursuit
he fearlessly braves the arrow of the Indian and the
distempers of the forest ; he is unimpressed by the
^silence of the woods ; the approach of beasts of prey
does not disturb him; for he is goaded onward by
a passion more intense than the love of life. Before
him lies a boundless continent, and he urges onward
as if time pressed, and he was afraid of finding no
room for his exertions. I have spoken of the emigra-
tion from the older States, but how shall I describe
that which takes place from the more recent ones ?
Fifty years have scarcely elapsed since that of Ohio
was founded ; the greater part of its inhabitants were
nc t born within its confines ; its capital has only been
built thirty years, and its territory* is still covered by
an immense extent of uncultivated fields ; neverthe-
less, the population of Ohio is already proceeding
westward, and most of the settlers who descend to
the fertile savannas of Illinois are citizens of Ohio.
These men left their first country to improve their
condition ; they quit their resting-place to ameliorate
it still more ; fortune awaits them everywhere, but
happiness they cannot attain. The desire of pros-
perity is become an ardent and restless passion in
their minds which grows by what it gains. They
early broke the ties wrhich bound them to their natal
earth, and they have contracted no fresh ones on their
way. Emigration was at first necessary to them as a
means of subsistence ; and it soon becomes a sort of
game of chance, which they pursue for the emotions
if excites as much as for the gain it procures.
Sometimes the progress of man is so rapid that the
desert reappears behind him. The woods stoop to
give him a passage, and spring up again when he has